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TED Talks: The many uses of the Pig     -     David Petrie 
   

 

Aims: 
• For learners to practice listening for detailed information. 

• To help learners access an authentic listening text. 

• For learners to develop spoken fluency around a shared topic. 

 

Materials: 
• One “bingo” card per learner (see 

handout #01) 

• One copy of Handout #02 per learner 

• Relevant technology to show the video! 

•  

 

 

 

Timings: Approx 75 minutes (possibly 90 minutes with extension) 

 

Procedure: 
NB:  This lesson requires computer & internet access – it’s based around a nine 
minute TED Talk: http://www.ted.com/talks/christien_meindertsma_on_pig_05049.html 

 

Warmer / Lead In: 

• Pictionary (see http://teflgeek.net/glossary-reference/ for procedure) on white board:   

• SHEEP  /  ELEPHANT  /  PIG  /  HORSE  /  CROCODILE  /  SCORPION  /  CHICKEN 

 

Discussion: 

• Categorisation task:  Ask learners for some adjectives to describe the animals from the first stage, but 

don’t use too many ideas!  Try to ensure that USEFULNESS (which you could use as an example?) is on 

the board. 

• Split SS into small groups (groups of 4) – SS have to agree on the sequence of animals from earlier into 

those categories. 

 

(Extension:  This task can be run as a pyramid discussion if you want to extend the lesson slightly (see 

http://teflgeek.net/glossary-reference/ for procedure). 

 

• Get content feedback – focus in particular on usefulness and get SS to justify their answers. 

 

Video Prediction task: 

• Reveal to learners that actually, the pig is the most useful animal listed above. 

• In pairs – ask learners to think of different products that a pig (or part thereof) might be used in.  Don’t 

exclude any ideas or give feedback at this stage! 

• Now give learners the bingo cards as from handout #01 (or get them to draw their own in their 

notebooks). 

• Learners write their ideas (in single word / short phrase form) in the spaces on the bingo card – if they 

have spaces, they can fill the spaces in with other words they expect to hear in the talk. 

• Play the video once. 

• Task Feedback – did anyone get bingo?  Who got the most crossed off words?   

• Content feedback:  What did they all think of what the speaker had to say? 
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Detailed Listening task: 

• Give learners a copy of the notetaking / sentence completion task on Handout #02. 

• Learners may remember some of the information from the first listening, but that’s ok. 

• Play the video again. 

• Feedback on answers: 

1)  one third   

2)  skin, bones, meat, internal organs, blood, fat, miscellaneous   

3)  pearl-like   

4)  toothpaste 

5)  translucency / strength   

6)  paint, sandpaper, paintbrushes   

7)  cloudy elements   

8)  Greece   

9)  the Dutch Government   

10)  low-tech / high-tech   

11)  open-heart surgery   

12)  associated with pigs   

13)  fuel   

14)  185. 

 

 

Content Reaction Discussion: 

 

• TED Talks asks viewers to rate the talks they watch by selecting three words from a selection.  This 

selection is available from the www.ted.com website and can be used as a starting point for the 

following activities. 

 

• If you haven’t used the pyramid discussion task earlier, you can do so now, by asking each learner to 

select three adjectives that describe how they feel about what they watched.  Learners can then 

agree on a list in pairs, larger groups and then finally can agree in a whole class discussion. 

 

• If on the other hand, you have already had a pyramid discussion, you could try do this as a balloon 

debate, whereby each learner has to justify the presence of their word choice in the balloon with an 

eventual vote as to which three words get used to rate the talk (see http://teflgeek.net/glossary-

reference/ for a full balloon debate procedure). 

 

• However you arrive at your final choice of three words, the class can then rate the talk online, and 

compare their ideas with the other ratings available. 
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Handout #01:  Bingo cards template: 
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Handout #02               http://www.ted.com/talks/christien_meindertsma_on_pig_05049.html 
 

1 
The proportion of pigs actually eaten by the Dutch population is approximately  

_______________. 

2 
The seven chapters of the writer’s book are:  (1)  __________  (2)  __________  (3)  __________   

 

(4)  __________  (5)  __________  (6)  __________  (7)  __________ 

3 Pig fat is used in soap as a hardening agent and to give it a _______________________ effect. 

4 
Other products in the bathroom which use pig products are:  shampoo, conditioner, anti-

wrinkle cream, body lotion and _____________________. 

5 The “bone” in fine bone china gives it its _________________ and _________________. 

6 
Three decorating products which incorporate pig products are:  _________________, 

_________________, and _________________. 

7 In brewing beer, to get rid of the _________________ they pour the beer through a gelatine sieve. 

8 A company in _________________ uses pigs’ blood in their cigarette filters. 

9 
The ammunition company asked the writer if she was related to 

__________________________________. 

10 The heart valve is very _________________ and very _________________ at the same time. 

11 The valve can be implanted into a human heart without __________________________________. 

12 
The director of the company refused to send the writer a valve because he didn’t want his 

product __________________________________. 

13 Everything that can’t be made into something else is made into _________________. 

14 In total, the writer found _________________ products that incorporate parts of the pig. 

 

 


