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“Should and Shouldn’t”     -     David Petrie 
   

 

Aims: 
• To introduce the concept of “should / shouldn’t” for giving advice 

• For learners to practice the use of “should / shouldn’t” for giving advice 

 

Materials: 
• None (whiteboard & pens, possibly 

some scrap paper) 
 

 

 

 

Timings: Approximately 60 minutes. 

 

Procedure:  

 
Lead in:  Good things / Bad things 
On the board – draw the following table.  It needs to be relatively large. 

 At school At home In Town 

Good things to do    

Bad things to do    

Elicit some ideas to complete the table with.  e.g. Miss class  /  tidy your room etc. 
Concept check why the things are good or bad to do. 
Note the ideas into the table on the board / ask the relevant learner to write it on the board. 
Ask the learners to make a written record in their notebooks.   
Clean the board. 
 
Frank’s Life: 
Draw a cartoon / stickman “Frank” on the board, in the centre. 
Dictate the following sentences – learners leave a blank line between sentences on their paper. 

1. Frank smokes 20 cigarettes a day. 
2. Frank takes the dog for a walk twice a day. 
3. Frank watches six hours of TV per day. 
4. Frank eats cheeseburgers for breakfast. 
5. Frank eats a lot of fruit. 
6. Frank spends a lot of money on new clothes. 

Dictation feedback – nominate learners to write up the sentences on the board / learners to read out the sentences. 
 
Input: 
Elicit from learners whether the things Frank does are good things or bad things. 
Elicit changes that Frank should make to his lifestyle – or not as the case may be! 
Reformulate the changes that the learners suggest into sentences that contain should or shouldn’t and write them 
on the board. 
Concept check Should (it’s a good idea to do) and Shouldn’t (it’s a bad idea to do). 
Check form (which learners can deduce from the sentences) – SHOULD + INFINITIVE  /  SHOULDN’T + 
INFINITIVE. 

Check pronunciation:  Should   /ʃʊd/    Shouldn’t  /ʃʊdənt/ 
Learners make a written record. 
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Controlled Practice (flexistage): 
 
If you’re working with this lesson as an alternative to a coursebook based lesson, there is probably a form based 
practice activity included in your coursebook that you could use if you think your learners need some additional 
practice controlling the form or conceptualising the idea. 
An alternative would be to use a task from one of the grammar reference / practice books, for example Murphy’s 
Essential Grammar in Use. 
 
But this stage is not absolutely necessary and can be dropped. 
 
 
“Freer” practice:  My life mingle 
 
Two options here – learners can  
(a) use their own lives as the basis for the task   
(b) use celebrity lives – this latter option might remove possible affective barriers.   
 
Learners make six sentences about things they do in their lives – good and bad.  They can refer back to the table 
from the start of the lesson if they need some ideas / support. 
 
Learners then do a whole class mingle – telling each other the sentences and listening to the advice they are given 
from their peers.  Learners make a note of the best advice they receive for each point.  If learners are using 
celebrity lives, they can also guess which celebrity is being parodied! 
 
Monitor for correction purposes. 
 
Content feedback – nominate individual learners to tell the class what the situation was and what the best advice 
they received was.  (Also - Who was which celebrity?) 
 
Language feedback – a reactive focus on any language errors (possibly just focusing on should / shouldn’t use) 
that you noted during the activity. 
 
 


